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Hermann GOERING, et al, which commenced on 20 November 
1945, and that the attached photostat is a true and correct 


copy of the original. 
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has been withdrawn in accordence witn Rule 10 of the 
International Military Tribunal, and to the best of 
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and to prepare the necessary aids to movement when the lighting 
has been extinguished. Arrangements have been completed for 
calling up at very short notice of the personnel of the Air-Baid 
- Precautions Service, and duty officers are available throughout the 
twenty-four hours at key posts. The last item I mention is that the 
| necessary preliminary steps have been taken to prepare hospitals for 

the reception of casualties. 

“I have given a number of instances of steps which have been 
taken over and above the measures which have already been put into 
tion. A complete and continuous survey is being carried out 
over the whole range of our defence preparations, and preparatory 
~ measures are being taken in order to ensure that further precat- 
| tionary measures, if and when they should be fonnd necessary, can 
1 be given effect to as. rapidly as possible. The instances 1 have given 
to the House are merely illustrations of the general state of 
readiness, of which the House and the country are aware. I think 
that they justify and partly account for the general absence of fear, 
or, indeed, of any violent emotion. The British people are said 
sometimes to be slow to make up their minds, but, having made them 
up, they do not readily let go. The issue of peace or war is still 
undecided, and we still will hope, and still will work, for peace; but 
we will abate no jot of our resolution to hold fast to the line which 


we have laid down for ourselves. 
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(= $7 ES No. 78. 

Reply of the German Chancellor to the Communication of August 28, 
1989, from His Majesty's Government.* This reply was handed 
to Sir N. Henderson by Herr Hitler during the evening of 
August 29, 1999. 

Translation. 4 

Tas British Ambassador in Berlin has submitted to the British 

Government suggestions which I felt bound to make in order— 

(1) to give expression Once more to the will of the Reich Govern. 
ment for sincere Anglo-German understanding, co-opera- 
tion and friendship ; 

(2) to leave no room for doubt as to fact that such an under- 
standing could not be bought at the price of a renunciation 
of vital German interests, let alone the abandonment of 
demands which are based as much upon common human 
justice as Upon the national dignity and honour of our 


people. 
The German Government have noted with satisfaction from the 
reply of the British Government and from the oral explanations 
by the British Ambassador that the British Government for 


2 Gover 
give the relationship between 


their part are also prepared to improve 
* No. 74. 
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treatment which cry 
large German 
the killing of 
under the most 


state of affairs is unbearable. for a Great | 


after remaining a passive 
to take the necessary steps 
interests. And indeed the 
British Government in the 
a condition of affairs has now been reached 
which can no longer be accepted or observed with indifference. 

The demands of the German Government are in conformity with 
the revision of the Versailles Treaty in regard to this territory which 
has always been recognised as being necessary ; viz., return of Danzig 
and the Corridor to Germany, the safeguarding of the existence of 
the German national group in the territories remaining to Poland. 

The German Government note with satisfaction that the British 
Government also are in principle convinced that some solution must 
be found for the new situation which has arisen. 

They further feel justified in assuming that the British Govern- 
ment too can have no doubt that it is a question now of conditions, 
for the elimination of which there no longer remain days, still less 
weeks, but perhaps only hours. For in the disorganised state of 


1989. 


187 
of incidents intervening, 
to tolerate, must at any 


t my are believe that these grave 
differences can be resolved by way of di negotiations, the German 
Government unfortunately can no longer share this view as à matter 
of course. For they have made the attempt to embark on such 
peaceful negotiations, but, instead of receiving any support from the 
Polish Government, they were rebuffed by the sudden introduction of 
measures of a military er in favour of the development alladed 
to above. 


The British Government attach i 


to two considerations 


(1) that the existing danger: of an imminent explosion should be 


climinated as quickly as possible by direct negotiation, and (2) that 


|. the existence of the Polish State; in the form in which it would 


then continue to exist, should be adequately safeguarded in the 
economic and political sphere by means of international guarantees. 

On this subject the German Government makes the following 
declaration :— | ; 


Though sceptical as to the prospects of a successful outcome, they 
are nevertheless prepared to accept the English proposal and to 
enter into direct discussions, They do so, as web already been 
emphasised, solely as the result of the impression made upon them 
by the written statement. received from the British Government thas 
they too desire a pact of friendship in accordance with the gene 
lines indicated to the British Ambassador. 

The German Government desire in this way to give the a 
Government and the British nation a.proof of the nur. 
Germany’s intentions to enter into a lasting friendship wi rea 
Britain. | 

The Government of the Reich felt, however, bound to point out 
to the British Government that in the event of a territorial 
rearrangement in Poland they would no longer be able to bind RE 
selves to give guarantees or to participate in guarantees without the 
U.S.S.R. being associated therewith. | 

For the rest, in making these proposals the German Government 


` have never had any intention of touching Poland’s vital interests or 


ioni i an independent Polish State. The 
eee a K in these eircumstances agree to 
accept the British Government's offer of their good Ap in Bł r 
the despateh to Berlin of a Polish Emissary with a ey 
count on the arrival of this Emissary on Wednesday, gust, 


The German Government will immediately draw up a gad 
a solution acceptable to themselves and will, if p, P re nę” h 
the disposal of the British Government before the arrival of the 
Polish negotiator. 
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